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Origins of  Judaism
Jews of  ancient history known as Hebrews or Israelites 

we known about them because of  the Torah (their most sacred text) 

Judaism begins with Abraham, father of  the ancient Hebrews, who founded the Israelite 
nation 

Jews later settled in Egypt due to famine but were poorly treated by the Pharaoh 

Moses, a prophet, led the Jews out of  Egypt 

The Israelite kingdom grew under Kings David and Solomon 

Assyrians and Babylonians later conquered the Israelites 

Years later, the Persian ruler Cyrus conquered Babylon and freed the 
Israelites from captivity 

returning to their homeland they renamed it Judea and were  
called Jews



Monotheism
Monotheism - belief  in one 
G-d 

other religions of  the time 
worshipped many gods 

Jews believe in one supreme 
G-d



The Covenant

covenant = a promise 

Ancient Israelites believed Abraham made a covenant 
with G-d that promised to protect the Israelites and 
provide them with a homeland (Canaan) 

Jews must remain faithful and obedient to G-d 

Jews believed they are the “chosen people” to 
spread G-d’s message



Torah

teachings of  G-d 

Torah means “instruction” in Hebrew 

consists of  5 books that are an early history of  the Jews, provides 
the laws Jews must obey to fulfill the covenant with G-d 

contains strict moral/ethical standards including G-d’s 
commandments 

the  Torah has been interpreted through discussion and 
commentaries (what does it all mean?)



Thee Ten Commandments
G-d presented these to Moses at 
Mt. Sinai 

contain laws that form the basis 
of  Judaism (all other laws stem 
from these) 

there are 613 other 
commandments (mitzvot) listed 
in the Torah for Jews to follow 

provide the standard of  right and 
wrong 

also included in the Torah



The Ten Commandments
I am the Lord thy G-d. 

Thou shalt have no other gods beside me. 

Thou shalt not take the name of  the Lord thy G-d in vain. 

Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy. 

Honor they Father and Mother. 

Thou shalt not murder. 

Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

Thou shalt not steal. 

Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor. 

Thou shalt not covet.



Seven Universal Laws
similar to 10 
Commandments but applied 
to all people, not just Jews 

prohibits robbery and 
murder 

commands people to 
establish courts to enforce 
other laws 

universally accepted moral 
and ethical principles 
supported by a system of  
justice



Ethical Principles

Jew’s have responsibility to obey G-d’s laws 

Jew’s have freedom to make individual choices 

People are responsible for their choices and must 
accept consequences of  their actions



Prophets

prophets = spiritual leaders believed to interpret 
G-d’s will 

preached ethics and morality beyond the person 
but also to the community 

Judaism contributed to idea of  rule of  law b/c 
Jews believed that all people, even rulers, must 
obey G-d’s laws



Diaspora
diaspora = scattering of  the 
Jews 

throughout history Jews have 
migrated to distant lands, 
lived under rulers who 
disliked Jews, and been 
persecuted for their religious 
views



Rise of  Christianity

Judaism experienced a period of  turmoil that created deep 
divisions in the religion 

two main groups emerged, those accepting of  change in 
Judaism and those wanting to keep traditional views 

living under Roman rule and persecution did not help the 
situation and the Jews revolted 

during this tense time, more Jewish groups arose, including 
one that followed a Jew named Jesus



Jesus of  Nazareth
born around 4 BCE 

Angel told Mary she would give birth to Son of  
G-d, the messiah that would lead the Jews to 
freedom 

became preacher and chose 12 close followers 
(apostles) to help in his mission 

message firmly rooted in Jewish tradition but 
interpreted the law in ways that upset some Jewish 
authorities 

preached justice, morality, and service to others



Death on the Cross

Romans, including high Jewish priest, feared Jesus’ preachings 
would trigger a Jewish revolt against Roman authority and 
decided to have Jesus arrested 

disciple betrayed Jesus and led armed officials to arrest Jesus 

after questioning and short trial Jesus was ordered to be executed 
by crucifixion 

Gospels claim Jesus rose from the dead and spoke with the 
disciples, commanding them continue his teachings to “all 
nations” and then ascended to heaven



Spread of  Christianity
disciples spread teachings of  
Jesus 

those who believed Jesus was 
the Messiah became known 
as Christians 

Saul/Paul decided to spread 
Christianity beyond Jewish 
communities (first to do so) 

this helped separate 
Christianity from Judaism



Judaism vs Christianity
before Saul/Paul Christianity 
was a sect of  Judaism 

Christians believed Jesus was 
their Messiah 

Christians followed Old 
Testament and monotheism 

Teachings of  Jesus and 
Gospels became New 
Testament, a new covenant 
with G-d



Persecution

Romans did not like Jews or Christians b/c they 
did not make sacrifices to emperor or honor 
Roman gods 

Romans began to persecute Christians and used as 
scapegoats of  social/economic problems 

thousands of  Christians became martyrs



Appeal of  Christianity
roots in Judaism, appealed to 
Jews 

Christian ethics of  
welcoming all, equality, and 
dignity 

better life beyond the grave



Judeo-Christian Tradition
Judaism influenced 
Christianity and Islam 

all three recognize and 
honor many of  the same 
prophets 

major cultural foundation of  
Western civilization 

moral and ethical principles in 
the Bible played central role in 
development of  the 
democratic tradition


